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Description
The 17th Annual Gastroenterology and Hepatology: Viva 
la Vida will provide, through formal lectures, questions and 
answer sessions, as well as audience interactive systems, 
including interactive endoscopic cases from The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, presentations of various gastrointestinal and liver 
disorders that will be of interest to practitioners in the field. This 
year, the conference will focus on common clinical challenges 
faced by practitioners with a special session on “How To 
Endoscopy”, "Hands-On Techniques" and “GI Mysteries,” 
which will focus on tips and tricks by Johns Hopkins experts 
using endoscopic techniques in challenging cases. Many GI 
disorders have controversial approaches. A special session 
on these hot topics will be debated by Johns Hopkins faculty. 
Course attendees will be updated in a series of symposia to 
include modern approaches to patients with IBD, fatty liver 
disease, commonly known as NAFLD, pancreatitis, sphincter 
dysfunction and hot new and emerging topics including 
eosinophilic esophagitis, intestinal perforations, submucosal 
endoscopy and recent advances in Hepatitis C treatment.

Who Should Attend
This activity is intended for gastroenterologists, hepatologists, 
surgeons, fellows, residents, physician assistants, nurses, nurse 
practitioners, and allied health professionals who are interested 
in gastroenterology and hepatology. A special session on 
Thursday will be devoted to nurses and nurse practitioners.

Objectives
After attending this activity, the participant will demonstrate 
the ability to:
•  Describe recent advances in inflammatory bowel  

disease including the role of surgery and the detection of 
cancer in these patients.

•  Discuss new medical and surgical advances in treating 
liver disease, including pregnant patients.

•  Discuss recent developments in the management 
of pancreatic disease, including pancreatic cysts, 
pancreatitis and pancreatic cancer.

•  Discuss the management of the various esophageal 
diseases with recent developments in therapy.

•  Describe recent advances in therapeutic endoscopy  
with a focus on endoscopic technique.

Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented 
in accordance with the accreditation require-
ments and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and The Institute 
for Johns Hopkins Nursing. The Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine is accredited by the ACCME to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 
The Institute for Johns Hopkins Nursing is accredited as a 
provider of continuing nursing education by the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

Credit Designation Statement
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine designates 
this live activity for a maximum of 18 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Other Credits
This 18 contact hour educational activity is jointly provided 
with The Institute for Johns Hopkins Nursing. 

American Academy of Nurse Practitioners National 
Certification Program accepts AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit™ from organizations accredited by the ACCME. 

American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) 
accepts certificates of participation for educational activities 
certified for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit ™ from organizations 
accredited by ACCME. Physician assistants may receive 
a maximum of 18.0 AAPA Category 1 CME credits for 
completing this program. 

The Johns Hopkins University has approved this activity for 
18.0 contact hours for non-physicians. 

Maintenance of Certification
Successful completion of this CME 
activity, which includes participation in 
the evaluation component, enables the participant to earn up 
to 18 MOC in the American Board of Internal Medicine’s (ABIM) 
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program. Participants will 
earn MOC points equivalent to the amount of CME credits 
claimed for the activity. It is the CME activity provider’s 
responsibility to submit participant completion information to 
ACCME for the purpose of granting ABIM MOC credit. 

Policy on Speaker and Provider Disclosure
It is the policy of the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine and the Institute for Johns Hopkins Nursing that the 
speaker and provider globally disclose conflicts of interest. 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine OCME has 
established policies in place that will identify and resolve all 
conflicts of interest prior to this educational activity. Detailed 
disclosure will be made in the instructional materials

General Information 
Early Registration
Monday, March 6, 2017 • 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Registration
Tuesday, March 7, 2017 • 7:00 - 7:20 a.m.

Location
The Ritz-Carlton Reservations: (800) 241-3333
6961 Avenue of the Governors Hotel: (787) 253-1700
Isla Verde - Carolina Fax: (787) 253-1777
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00979
HOTEL RESERVATION CUT-OFF DATE: JANUARY 19, 2017
Check-In Time: 4:00 p.m. • Check-Out Time: 12:00 noon
A limited block of sleeping rooms has been reserved for your 
convenience and will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Book early – the hotel usually sells out before the cut-off date.
For reservations, and room requests pre/post, double bedding, 
etc., e-mail veronica.sostre@ritzcarlton.com or call direct at  
(787) 253-8051, Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
The regional reservations office is also available by dialing  
(800) 241-3333. 
How to book your sleeping room reservation online:
1. Visit http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/puerto-rico/san-juan 
2.  Select Reserve Now button located on the left side of your 

screen and scroll down.
3. Select your dates, number of rooms and guest(s) amount. 
4.  On Enter Code section, enter your desired room category code 

as follows: 
*City View King ($299) – JHVJHVA 
*City View Double ($299) – JHVJHVD 
*Pool View King ($349) – JHVJHVB 
*Pool View Double ($349) – JHVJHVF

5. Please, proceed with your booking

Additional charges apply:
Bell Service $8 USD PER PERSON, ONE TIME FEE
Housekeeping Gratuities $2 USD PER ROOM, PER NIGHT
16% Resort Fee will be applied on property.

Fees
REGISTRATION CUT-OFF DATE: March 2, 2017
Register Online:  
https://hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/aph.aspx?P=5&EID=6639
Methods of Payment: We require full payment prior to the start of 
the activity. On-site payments by credit card only. The registration fee 
includes instructional materials, breakfasts and refreshment breaks. 
Physicians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $425
Residents*/Fellows*/Nurses/NPs/PAs/ 
Allied Health Professionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225
*with verification of status
Nursing Track (Thursday Only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50
**Pre-registration is required
You will receive a confirmation by e-mail. If you have not received 
it by March 2, 2017, call (410) 502-9634 to confirm that you are 
registered. A transcript of attendance will be available upon 
attestation of your credit hours and submission of the post activity 
online evaluation. 
The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
any activity due to unforeseen circumstances. In this event, the 
University will refund the registration fee but is not responsible for 
travel expenses. Additionally, we reserve the right to change the 
venue to a comparable venue. Under such circumstances registrants 
will be notified as soon as possible. 

Late Fee and Refund Policy
A $50 late fee applies to registrations received after 5:00 p.m. 
ET on March 2, 2017. A handling fee of $50 will be deducted for 
cancellation. An additional fee may apply for cancellation of other 
events, including workshops and social activities. Refund requests 
must be received by fax or mail by March 2, 2017. No refunds will 
be made thereafter. Transfer of registration to another Johns Hopkins 
conference in lieu of cancellation is not possible.

Syllabus
The syllabus will be accessible online and via your mobile device in the 
CloudCME App prior to the activity. 

Welcome Reception
A complimentary reception for registrants, faculty and guests will be 
held on Tuesday, March 7, 2017 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Please indicate 
your attendance on the Registration Form. NOTE: The commercial 
support received is solely for the educational component of this 
activity and will not be used to support this social event.

Emergency Calls
During the days of this activity only, March 7 – 10, 2017, direct 
emergency calls to the hotel operator at (787) 253-1700 and ask for 
a message to be delivered to the Johns Hopkins Registration Desk.

Evaluation and Outcomes Survey
Post activity, an online evaluation form will be available to attendees 
to evaluate the activity and individual presentations and identify future 
educational needs. Upon completion of the evaluation, the learner 
must attest to the number of hours in attendance. Credits earned will 
be added to the learner’s transcript and immediately available for print.

A survey will be sent to all physician attendees within three months 
post activity to assist us in determining what impact this activity had 
on the learner’s practice.

Americans with Disabilities Act
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and The 
Institute for Johns Hopkins Nursing fully comply with the legal 
requirements of the ADA and the rules and regulations thereof. 
Please notify us if you have any special needs.

Acknowledgement
Applications for commercial support from health care related industries 
are pending. A complete list of contributors will be provided in the 
syllabus. Please note that commercial support received is solely for the 
educational component of the activity and will not be used to provide food 
and beverage.

Please note: The Physician Payments Sunshine Act was enacted by 
Congress to increase public awareness of financial relationships between 
drug and medical device manufacturers and physicians. In compliance with 
the requirements of this Act, the commercial supporter/s of this activity 
may require the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine to report 
certain professional information (such as name, address, National Provider 
Identifier (NPI), and State License number) of physician attendees who 
receive complimentary food and beverage in conjunction with a CME 
activity. The commercial supporter is required to submit the collected data 
to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services which will then publish 
the data on its website.

The symposium is endorsed by  
the American Society for 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE).



 
      
  

Monday, March 6, 2017
 Evening
 4:30 - 6:30  Early Registration – Pick up your 

conference materials.

Tuesday, March 7, 2017
 7:00 - 7:25  Registration, Continental Breakfast  

and Exhibits
 7:25 - 7:30  Welcome, Introduction and 

Conference Goals
    Anthony Kalloo, MD

SYMPOSIUM: Inflammatory Bowel Disease
Moderator: Alyssa Parian, MD
 7:30 - 7:50  New and Emerging Therapies in IBD 

Alyssa Parian, MD
 7:50 - 8:10  IBD Drug Development Pipeline:  

The Good, the Bad and the Abandoned 
Susan Hutfless, PhD

 8:10 - 8:30  Techniques to Prevent Cancer in 
Your IBD Patient 
Alyssa Parian, MD

 8:30 - 8:50  Managing IBD in Your Pregnant 
Patient: Key Things to Know 
Reezwana Chowdhury, MD

 8:50 - 9:10  Endoscopic Imaging Techniques for 
Evaluating IBD 
Joanna Law, MD

 9:10 - 9:40  Questions and Answers
 9:40 - 10:00 Refreshment Break and Exhibits

SYMPOSIUM: Esophageal Diseases
Moderator: Marcia Canto, MHS
 10:00 - 10:20  Burning Issues on GERD:  

Is It for Your Practice? 
Marcia Canto, MD, MHS

 10:20 - 10:40  My Approach to Persistent  
Non-Cardiac Chest Pain  
Tsion Abdi, MD

 10:40 - 11:00  Barrett’s Esophagus: What We 
Should Be Doing in 2017? 
Marcia Canto, MD, MHS

 11:00 - 11:20  Eosinophilic Esophagitis:  
Update in Management 
Ellen Stein, MD

 11:20 - 11:40  Endoscopic Approaches to Benign 
Esophageal Strictures 
Eun Ji Shin, MD

 11:40 - 12:10  Questions and Answers
Evening
 6:00 - 7:30  Welcome Reception for Registrants, 

Guests and Speakers 
Vista Mar Terrace 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
 7:00 - 7:30  Registration, Continental Breakfast and 

Exhibits

SYMPOSIUM: Liver Disease
Moderator: Zhiping Li, MD
 7:30 - 7:50  Treatment of Hepatitis-C 

Zhiping Li, MD
 7:50 - 8:10  When to Refer Your Patient for  

Liver Transplant? 
James Hamilton, MD

 8:10 - 8:30  Bleeding Varices: Inject, Band,  
Glue or Stent 
Eun Ji Shin, MD

 8:30 - 8:50  Update in PBC and PSC 
James Hamilton, MD

 8:50 - 9:10  MRI, CT, Fibro-Scan: When to Do 
What for Liver Disease? 
Zhiping Li, MD

 9:10 - 9:40  Questions and Answers
 9:40 - 10:00 Refreshment Break and Exhibits 

SYMPOSIUM: Obesity
Moderator: Vivek Kumbhari, MD
 10:00 - 10:20  Dietary and Medical Management  

of Obesity 
Linda Lee, MD

 10:20 - 10:40  Endoscopic Approaches to Obesity 
Vivek Kumbhari, MD

 10:40 - 11:00  Outcomes of Bariatric Surgery 
Matt Weiss, MD

 11:00 - 11:20   Fatty Liver Disease:  
Can We Really Cure? 
James Hamilton, MD

 11:20 - 11:40  Can Endoscopic Interventions Be 
Used to Treat Metabolic Syndrome? 
Vivek Kumbhari, MD

 11:40 - 12:10  Questions and Answers

Thursday, March 9, 2017
 7:00 - 7:30  Registration, Continental Breakfast  

and Exhibits

HANDS-ON WORKSHOP
 6:30 - 7:30  Optional Hands-on Endoscopy Workshop 

Mouen Khashab, MD

SYMPOSIUM: Therapeutic Endoscopy: Managing 
Complications of Endoscopy: What Should I Do?
Moderator: Mouen Khashab, MD
 7:30 - 7:50  Esophageal Perforation after 

Dilation 
Mouen Khashab, MD

 7:50 - 8:10  Gastric Perforation after EMR 
Vivek Kumbhari, MD

 8:10 - 8:30  Colonic Perforation after 
Polypectomy 
Mouen Khashab, MD

 8:30 - 8:50  Persistent Bleeding after 
Polypectomy 
Eun Ji Shin, MD

 8:50 - 9:10  Persistent Bleeding after 
Sphincterotomy for Sphincter of 
Oddi 
Joanna Law, MD

 9:10 - 9:30  Post-ERCP Pancreatitis 
Vikesh Singh, MD, MSc

 9:30 - 9:45  Questions and Answers
 9:45 - 10:00 Refreshment Break and Exhibits

SYMPOSIUM: Endoscopy Cases
Moderator: Marcia Canto, MD, MHS
 10:00 - 12:10  Video Interactive Endoscopy Cases 

from The Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Marcia Canto, MD, MHS,  
Eun Ji Shin, MD, Vikesh Singh, MD, MSc, 
Mouen Khashab, MD, Vivek Kumbhari, MD, 
Joanna Law, MD, Robert Moran, MD and 
Olaya Brewer-Gutierrez, MD

Friday, March 10, 2017
 7:00 - 7:30  Registration, Continental Breakfast  

and Exhibits

SYMPOSIUM: Abdominal Pain
Moderator: Ellen Stein, MD
 7:30 - 7:50  Managing Esophageal Pain Related 

to Esophageal Dysmotility 
Ellen Stein, MD

 7:50 - 8:10  Palliating Pain in Patients with 
Chronic Pancreatitis 
Vikesh Singh, MD, MSc

 8:10 - 8:30  Approach to the Female Patient with 
Pelvic Pain 
Keith Williams, MD

 8:30 - 8:50  Managing Pain in the IBS Patient 
Ellen Stein, MD

 8:50 - 9:10  Surgical Approaches to Chronic 
Abdominal Pain 
Matt Weiss, MD

 9:10 - 9:40  Questions and Answers
 9:40 - 10:00 Refreshment Break and Exhibits

SYMPOSIUM: GI Consultative Challenges
Moderator: Linda Lee, MD
 10:00 - 10:20  A 70-Year Old Neurosurgeon with 

Severe Aortic Stenosis, Persistent 
GI Bleeding and Negative Upper 
Endoscopy, Colonoscopy and 
Capsule Studies 
Reezwana Chowdhury, MD

 10:20 - 10:40  A 39-Year Old Opera Singer with 
Difficulty in Swallowing and a 
Normal Upper Endoscopy  
Tsion Abdi, MD

 10:40 - 11:00  A 55-Year Old Medical Litigation 
Attorney with a 5mm Pancreatic 
Cyst and a Father Who Died from 
Pancreatic Cancer at the Age of  
45 Years 
Marcia Canto, MD, MHS

 11:00 - 11:20  A 20-Year Old Swimsuit Model with 
Persistent Vomiting and Negative 
Work-Up 
Linda Lee, MD

 11:20 - 11:40  A 34-Year Old Psychiatrist with 
Persistent Right Upper Quadrant 
Pain After Sphincterotomy for 
Sphincter of Oddi Dysfunction 
Joanna Law, MD

 11:40     Adjourn 
You will receive an email notification 
to complete the evaluation form and 
to attest to the number of hours in 
attendance. The registration desk will 
remain open during conference hours.

NURSING TRACK 
Thursday, March 9, 2017

SYMPOSIUM: Clinical Approach to GI Symptoms
Moderator:  Megan Walker, RN
 6:45  - 7:10  Registration, Continental Breakfast  

and Exhibits
 7:10 - 7:15  Welcome, Introductions and Goals 

Megan Walker, RN
 7:15  -  7:35  The Role of Nutrition in IBD 

Management 
Katie Fritch, RN 

 7:35  -  7:55  Support For Your Constipated Patient  
Monica Johnson, RN 

 7:55  -  8:15  Approach to Refractory GERD 
Angela Chang, RN 

 8:15  -  8:35  The Emerging Role of Per Oral 
Endoscopic Myotomy (POEM) in  
the Treatment of Achalasia 
Margaret Malleis, RN

 8:35  -  8:55  C.H.A.T: How to Talk to Your Patient 
About Cirrhosis 
Chantay Kangalee, RN 

 8:55  -  9:10  Refreshment Break and Exhibits
 9:10  -  9:30  Current Endoscopic Strategies for 

Weight Loss 
Margo Dunlap, RN 

 9:30  -  9:50  Effective Modalities for Managing 
Chronic Abdominal Pain 
Megan Walker, RN 

 9:50  -  10:10  Hepatitis C: What You Need to Know 
Chantay Kangalee, RN  

 10:10  -  10:30  A Dietary Approach to Treating SIBO 
Katie Fritch, RN 

 10:30  -  10:50  Unusual Complications of Endoscopy 
Janet Yoder, RN 

 10:50  -  11:10  The Significance of Pancreatic Cysts 
Margaret Malleis, RN

 11:10  -  11:30  Diagnostic Studies in  
Gastrointestinal Motility 
Angela Chang, RN 

 11:30  -  11:50  How to Talk About Weight Loss: 
Management of the Obese Patient 
Margo Dunlap, RN 

 11:50  -  12:10  Education and Compliance in Your 
IBD Patient 
Monica Johnson, RN 

 12:10  -  12:30   Maintaining Staff Competency in a 
Complex Practice Environment 
Mary Hess, RN

Program

The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and The Institute 
for Johns Hopkins Nursing take responsibility for the content, quality 

and scientific integrity of this CME activity. 
This schedule is subject to change.
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Registration Form Course Number 80040378/6639

To Register or For Further Information
Register Online https://hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/aph.aspx?P=5&EID=6639 
Register by Phone (410) 502-9634
Register by Fax (866) 510-7088
Confirmation/Certificates/Transcripts (410) 502-9634
General Information (410) 955-2959
E-mail the Office of CME cmenet@jhmi.edu
Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/HopkinsCME
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/HopkinsCME
For general information, the direct link for this CME activity web page is: 
https://hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/aph.aspx?P=5&EID=6639
Sponsoring Division Website: www.hopkins-gi.org

NEW! Check out our mobile app CloudCME 

Organization Code: HopkinsCME

17th Annual Gastroenterology and Hepatology: Viva la Vida
March 7-10, 2017

To Register: Online: https://hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/aph.aspx?P=5&EID=6639  
 By fax: (866) 510-7088 By phone: (410) 502-9634

Or mail this form to the Johns Hopkins University, Office of Continuing Medical Education,  
720 Rutland Avenue, Turner Room 20, Baltimore, Maryland 21205-2195.  

Include credit card information below.

FULL PAYMENT IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE START OF ACTIVITY.

M  I am a Johns Hopkins speaker for this activity.
Please type or print clearly:

last name first name m.i.

highest degree primary specialty Hopkins faculty/staff only  JHED ID

For Physicians Only: NPI – 10 digits State License # State of License

mailing address

city state ZIP country

daytime telephone fax number

e-mail (required)

M Check here if you wish to receive e-mail notices about upcoming CME activities.

What do you hope to learn by attending this activity? ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Please notify us if you have any special needs. _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Reception
M  Yes, I plan to attend the Tuesday evening Welcome Reception from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. with  

#           of guests.

Hands-on Workshop
M  Yes I plan to attend the Hands-On Diagnostic and Therapeutic Workshop, Thursday, 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.

Fees
M Physicians .....................................................................................................................................$425
M Residents*/Fellows*/Nurses/NPs/PAs/Allied Health Professionals .....................................$225
 *with verification of status

M Nursing Track (Thursday Only) .......................................................................................................$50
 **Pre-registration is required. 
The registration fee includes instructional materials and food and beverage. For registrations 
received after 5:00 p.m. ET on March 2, 2017, include a $50 late fee. On-site registrations are 
payable only by credit card. 

 Total amount $ _________________________
Payment Type:

JHU Faculty/Staff Only: If you are using your Tuition Remission Benefit or an ION budget, 
please upload your fully completed and approved form in the payment section of the online 
activity link above.

M TR Form: http://benefits.jhu.edu/documents/trffacandstaff.pdf 

M ION Form: http://hopkinscme.edu/migration/IonRequest.pdf

M e-Check Routing #:         Account #:  _________________________

M Credit Card:     M VISA     M MASTERCARD     M DISCOVER     M AMEX

Card #                        -                         -                         -                          Exp. Date ______________

Billing Zipcode    Security Code  _________________________ 

Name on Card Signature and Date

•  •  •  •


