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Fundamentals of Navigating the Peer Review Process 
by Vision Journal Editors

DESCRIPTION
Peer review is a critical component to the process of reporting 
research. This component includes reviewing manuscripts as well as 
overseeing the peer review process by editors and editorial board 
members. While these processes are important skills and services 
to the scientific community, navigating the art of peer review and 
editor tasks can be a daunting process, considering the scarcity of 
formal, training opportunities within the realm of vision research. 
Understanding these processes can be important to authors, 
reviewers, editorial board members, and editors. This course aims to 
bridge this crucial gap, guided by the expertise of Editors in Chief from 
prestigious vision science journals (American Journal of Ophthalmology, 
Investigative Ophthalmology & Visual Science, JAMA Ophthalmology, 
Ophthalmology, Ophthalmology Science, Optometry and Vision 
Science, and Translational Vision Science & Technology). Through a 
blend of didactic instruction and engaging roundtable discussions, this 
course will unveil the nuances of effective peer review and the peer 
review process in ophthalmology and vision science.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
This activity is intended for ophthalmologists, optometrists, and 
ophthalmic allied health professionals.

OBJECTIVES
After attending this activity, the learner will demonstrate the ability to:

• Describe the key steps and stakeholders involved in the journal 
peer-review process.

• Identify effective methods for critically evaluating and reviewing a 
scientific manuscript.

• Compose a constructive peer review that provides valuable 
feedback to both authors and journal editors.

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

CREDIT DESIGNATION STATEMENT 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine designates this 
live activity for a maximum of 3.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity. 

POLICY ON PRESENTER AND PROVIDER 
DISCLOSURE
It is the policy of the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine that the 
presenter and provider globally disclose conflicts of interest. The 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine OCME has established policies 
in place to identify and mitigate relevant conflicts of interest prior 
to this educational activity. Detailed disclosure will be made prior to 
presentation of the education.

MAINTENANCE OF CERTIFICATION
The American Board of Ophthalmology (ABO) 
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program accepts 
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ from organizations 
accredited by the ACCME. It is the individual learner’s 
responsibility to attest to meeting the CME milestones 
by logging in to the ABO website. 

OTHER CREDITS
American Academy of Nurse Practitioners National Certification 
Program accepts AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ from organizations 
accredited by the ACCME.

American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) accepts AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credit™ from organizations accredited by the ACCME.

National Commission Certification of Physician Assistants 
(NCCPA) PAs may claim a maximum of 3.75 Category 1 credits for 
completing this activity. NCCPA accepts AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ 
from organizations accredited by ACCME or a recognized state medical 
society.

The Johns Hopkins University has approved this activity for 3.75 
contact hours for non-physicians. 



REGISTRATION
Zoom Learners: Saturday, July 26, 2025 * 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. ET

LOCATION
Virtual via Zoom: Sign in by 7:50am

FEES
Register Online:  
hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?P=0&EID=59454

Methods of Payment: Learners must register and submit full payment 
prior to the start of the activity. On-site payments can only be accepted 
if made by learners via credit card through the online portal by 5:00 
p.m. ET on the first day of the activity. The registration fee includes 
instructional materials and access to recorded lecture for 1- year.

Registration Fee – For CME Credit- $125

Registration Fee – No Credit- $50

You will receive a confirmation by e-mail.  If you have not received it by 
July 21, 2025, call (410) 502-9636 to confirm that you are registered.  A 
transcript of attendance will be available upon attestation of your credit 
hours and submission of the post activity online evaluation.   

The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
any activity due to unforeseen circumstances. In this event, the 
University will refund the registration fee but is not responsible for 
travel expenses. Additionally, we reserve the right to change the venue 
to a comparable venue.  Under such circumstances registrants will be 
notified as soon as possible. 

LATE FEE AND REFUND POLICY
For virtual attendees, a $25 late fee applies, to registrations received 
after 5:00 p.m. ET on July 24, 2025. A handling fee of $25 will be 
deducted for cancellation. An additional fee may apply for cancellation 
of other events, including workshops and social activities. No refunds 
will be made thereafter. Transfer of registration to another Johns 
Hopkins activity in lieu of cancellation is not possible. 

SYLLABUS AND LOG IN INFORMATION
The syllabus and Zoom Webinar link will be accessible online and 
via your mobile device in the CloudCME App one week prior to the 
activity start date. To access, please visit our website. 

CME Website: 
https://hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com 
(Sign In, Click My CME tab, Click Syllabus)

HOW TO OBTAIN CREDIT
Post activity, an online evaluation will be available to attendees to 
evaluate the activity and individual presentations and to identify future 
educational needs.  Upon completion of the evaluation, the learner 
must attest to the number of hours in attendance.  Credits earned will 
be added to the learner’s transcript and immediately available for print. 
The last day to access the evaluation and attest to your credits 
is September 9, 2025.  

An outcome survey will be sent to all physician attendees within two 
months post activity to assist us in determining what impact this activity 
had on the learner’s practice.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine fully complies with the legal 
requirements of the ADA and the rules and regulations thereof.  Please 
notify us if you have any special needs.

INTERNET CME POLICY
The Office of Continuing Medical Education (OCME) at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine is committed to protecting the privacy of 
its members and customers. Johns Hopkins School of Medicine OCME 
maintains its internet site as an information resource and service for 
physicians, other health professionals and the public. OCME at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine will keep your personal and credit 
information confidential when you participate in a CME Internet based 
program. Your information will never be given to anyone outside of the 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine CME program. CME collects only 
the information necessary to provide you with the services that you 
request.

COPYRIGHT
All rights reserved - The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. No part of 
this program may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever 
without written permission except in the case of brief quotations 
embodied in articles or reviews.

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS
Internet connection.

General Information



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Applications for commercial support from health care related industries 
are pending. A complete list of contributors will be provided in the 
syllabus. Please note that commercial support received is solely for the 
educational component of the activity.

Please note: The Physician Payments Sunshine Act was enacted by 
Congress to increase public awareness of financial relationships 
between drug and medical device manufacturers and physicians.  
In compliance with the requirements of this Act, the commercial 
supporter/s of this activity may require the Johns Hopkins School of 
Medicine to report certain professional information (such as name, 
address, National Provider Identifier (NPI), and State License number) 
of physician attendees who receive complimentary food and beverage 
in conjunction with a CME activity.  The commercial supporter is 
required to submit the collected data to the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services which will then publish the data on its website.

General Information

Register by Phone ...............................................................(410) 502-9636

Register by Fax ......................................................................(866) 510-7088

Confirmation/Certificates/ 
Transcripts ................................................................................(410) 502-9636

General Information ..........................................................(410) 955-2959

E-mail the Office of CME ...........................................cmenet@jhmi.edu

Follow us on Twitter : twitter.com/HopkinsCME
Facebook: facebook.com/HopkinsCME

Check out our mobile app CloudCME. 
Organization Code: HopkinsCME

For technical assistance with website, CloudCME 
or credits, please visit our tech support help page: 
hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/about/help

For general information, please visit the activity webpage at:  
hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?P=0&EID=59454

TO REGISTER OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
REGISTER ONLINE: hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?P=0&EID=59454



Program

SATURDAY, JULY 26, 2025  
All times are EST

 7:00 - 8:00 Registration and Opportunity to Visit Virtual Exhibit Halls

General Session
 8:00 -  8:05 Welcome  

Neil Bressler, MD on behalf of the Council of Vision Editors
 8:05  - 8:10 Conference Goals 

Matilda Chan, MD, PhD
 8:10 - 8:25 Overview of the Peer Review Process: Reporting Research 

Michael Chiang, MD
 8:25 - 8:40 Role of Journal Editors and Editorial Boards in Peer Review 

Neil Bressler, MD
 8:40 - 8:50 Questions, Answers & Discussion 

Michael Chiang, MD and Neil Bressler, MD
 8:50 -  9:10 Panel: Managing Sensitive Situations with Authors 

Moderator: Neil Bressler, MD 
Panel: Editors and Editorial Board Members

 9:10 - 9:25 Role of Peer Reviewers in the Peer Review Process 
Emily Chew, MD

 9:25 - 9:40 Assigning Reviewers; Accepting or Declining Reviews 
Joseph Carroll, PhD

 9:40 - 9:50 Questions, Answers & Discussion 
Emily Chew, MD and Joseph Carroll, PhD

 9:50 - 10:00 Break and Opportunity to Visit Virtual Exhibit Halls

 10:00 - 10:15 Guidelines When Reviewing a Manuscript 
Roy Chuck, MD, PhD

 10:15 - 10:30 Guidelines When Reviewing Reviewers’ Comments 
Michael Twa, OD, PhD

 10:15 - 10:30 Questions, Answers & Discussion 
Michael Twa, OD, PhD and Roy Chuck, MD, PhD

 10:30 - 10:45 Ethical Challenges in the Peer Review Process  
Russ Van Gelder, MD, PhD

 10:45 - 11:00 Challenges for International Authors and Reviewers 
Tien Wong, MD, PhD

 11:00 - 11:15 Appeals of Editors’ Decisions; Letters to the Editor  
Richard Parrish, MD

 11:15 - 11:50 Questions, Answers & Discussion 
Moderators: Richard Parris and Matilda Chan, MD, PhD

 11:50 - 12:00 Closing Remarks, CME Credit and Access to Talks  
Neil Bressler, MD

   12:00 Adjourn

You will receive an email notification to complete the evaluation form and, for those requesting CME credits, to attest to the number of hours in 
attendance.

The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine takes responsibility for the content, quality and scientific integrity of this CME activity.  This schedule is subject to change.



Faculty

ACTIVITY DIRECTOR

Neil Bressler, MD
Editor in Chief, JAMA Ophthalmology
Professor of Ophthalmology
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Matilda Chan, MD PhD
Associate Editor, Ophthalmology Science
Professor of Ophthalmology
University of California, San Francisco

Jun Kong, MD, Phd
Advisory Committee, JAMA Ophthalmology 
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

GUEST SPEAKERS

Joseph Carroll, PhD, FARVO 
Editor in Chief, Investigative Ophthalmology & Visual Science

Michael Chiang, MD
Director, National Eye Institute

Emily Chew, MD
Editor in Chief, Ophthalmology Science

Roy Chuck, MD, PhD
Editor in Chief, Translational Vision Science & Technology

Richard Parrish II, MD
Editor in Chief, American Journal of Ophthalmology

Michael Twa, OD, PhD
Editor in Chief, Optometry and Vision Science

Russell Van Gelder, MD, PhD
Editor in Chief, Journal Ophthalmology 

Tien Wong, MD PhD
Editorial Board, JAMA Ophthalmology

REGISTRATION FEES:
Registration Fee – For CME Credit .................................................................$125 
Registration Fee – No Credit .................................................................................$50

The registration fee includes instructional materials, access to recorded lectures for 1 year. 
 Registrations received after 5:00 p.m. ET on July 24, 2025 include a $25 late fee.  

Johns Hopkins Wilmer Eye Institute’s
Fundamentals of Navigating the Peer Review Process by Vision Journal Editors

July 26, 2025

REGISTER ONLINE: hopkinscme.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?P=0&EID=59454 
COURSE 80069113/59454


